
Department Chair Meeting Minutes 
College of Arts and Sciences 

February 18, 2014 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:04 a.m. on Tuesday, February 18, 2014. Dr. Vagn K. 
Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided. Department Chairs present:  Ms. 
Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Yaschica Williams, 
Dr. Larry Adams, Dr. Bob Garfrerick, Dr. Claudia Vance, Dr. Francis Koti, Dr. Christopher 
Maynard, Dr. Cindy Stenger, MAJ Leslie Relkin for LTC Michael Snyder, Dr. David 
McCullough, Dr. Brenda Webb, Dr. Richard Hudiburg, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Jerri Bullard.  
Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  
 
1. Approval of Minutes from January 28, 2014. The minutes were approved by consensus. 
 
Dr. Hansen announced that because of the change in date of this department chair meeting due to 
inclement weather, Dr. Robertson was not able to attend today’s meeting and this topic will be 
placed on the agenda for February 25. 
 
2. Curriculum Change Proposal from the Department of Mathematics.  Dr. Stenger made 

a motion to create the following nine new mathematics labs to provide supplemental 
instruction for certain sections:   MA 100L (0) Intermediate Algebra Lab; MA 100EL (0) 
Intermediate Algebra Enhanced Lab; MA 105L (0) Introduction to Finite Math Lab; MA 
111L (0) Crucial Skills in Math Lab; MA 112L (0) Pre-calculus Algebra Lab; MA 115L (0) 
Pre-calculus Algebra & Trig Lab; MA 125L (0) Calculus I Lab; MA 126L (0) Calculus II 
Lab; and MA 147L (0) Elementary Statistics Lab.  The motion was seconded, discussed, 
and adopted. 

 
3. Curriculum Change Proposals from the Department of Social Work.  Dr. Borah made a 

motion to accept all proposed changes as a packet and the motion was seconded, opened for 
discussion, and adopted. 

 -Reduce total number of hours in the Social Work degree from 128 to 120 hours 
-Revise titles of the following classes:  SW 305 Social Services, Programs and Policies; SW 

315 Human Behavior and Social Environment I: Infancy to Young Adulthood; SW 316 
Human Behavior and Social Environment II: Young Adulthood to Later; SW 324 
Diversity and Cultural Competence; SW 360W Social Work Knowledge, Skills and 
Values; SW 361 Social Work with Individuals and; SW 362 Social Work with Groups, 
Organizations and Communities; SW 370 Research for Social Work Practice; SW 415 
Ethical Decision Making; SW 432 Field Internship in Social Work I; SW 433 Field 
Internship in Social Work II;   

-Delete from Prescribed Supporting Courses: 1.  PHL 201 Introduction to Philosophy, 202 
Logic and 205 Ethics and 2 hours of General Electives.  2. Designated Major Elective 
Courses, change "take five" to "take four". 3.  Designated Major Elective Courses, 
delete the line "(no more than two can be taken from any one department)".  4. 
Designated Major Elective Courses delete: COM 205 Communication in a Global Age; 
COM 330 Group Communication; EN 333 Images of Women in Literature; FL 101 
Introduction to International Studies; GE 390 Urban Geography; HPE 406 Human 



Sexuality; PY 242 Psychology of Adjustment; SO 306 Juvenile Delinquency; SO 307 
Medical Sociology; SO 350 Cultural Anthropology.     

-Create two new courses, SW 425 (3) Child Welfare Practices and Policies and SW 430 
(3) Social Work Practice in Health Care Settings. 

 
4. Curriculum Change Proposals from the Department of Physics and Earth Science.  Dr. 

Webb made a motion to create a new major and minor in Earth Systems Sustainability and 
the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 

 
 Dr. Webb made a motion to create four new courses—ES 247 & ES 247L (4) Sustainable 

Earth, ES 251 & ES 251L (4) Environmental Systems, ES 348 and ES 348L (4) Earth: 
Sustainable Resources, and ES 489 (1-3) Senior Capstone Project—each with a $50 course 
fee.  Two of the courses, ES 247 and ES 251 should be considered as Area III General 
Education – Natural Science courses.  The motion was seconded, discussed, and adopted. 

  
5. Research Day.  Dr. Hansen stated that this year’s Research Day will be more elaborate and 

multi-faceted. 
 

6. Department Five-Year Reviews.  Dr. Hansen reported that is time to crank up this process 
again and Dr. Luna is interested in hearing possible suggestions to make the instrument 
more useful.  He passed out a draft of a possible Academic Department Five-Year Review 
instrument. This generated much discussion among the department chairs and Dr. Hansen 
asked any chairs with ideas or suggestions to either email or set up an appointment with Dr. 
Luna. 

 
7. Department Chair Quartiles.  Dr. Hansen reported that discussions continue in COAD on 

this topic.  He asked department chairs to suggest ways, from their experience, the rankings 
could be tweaked and the most commonly suggested way was to eliminate budget as part of 
the rankings. 

 
8. Advancement Leadership Summit.  Dr. Hansen stated his appreciation for those who 

volunteered to participate in the first capital campaign in quite a long time and added that he 
thought the department chairs who attended gave a very favorable “face” to the College of 
Arts and Sciences.  Dr. Maynard expressed concern that during the Summit, Dr. Hendricks 
said that there would be follow-up in the fall and his concern was that was too long to wait 
for follow-up. 

 
9. Report from COAD.  Dr. Hansen reported that in addition to agenda items 5-8 on today’s 

agenda, the following topic was discussed: 
 -Course Evaluation System 
 
10. Other. 
 -Curriculum proposals should be sent to Debbie no later than 8:00 a.m. on the Monday 

before she sends it to department chairs on Tuesday. 



 -Cindy Stenger discussed 3MT and provided an update with handout.  She stated the three 
faculty members to contact for further information are Sarah Franklin, Mark Greer, and 
Isaac Sleadd. 

 -Dr. Hansen stated that the Faculty Handbook has been updated and the old 
Tenure/Promotion Guidelines are now referred to as Performance Guidelines.  Each college 
and department should reflect this change in title on their Performance Guidelines and send 
them to Debbie as an email attachment. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 






































































































